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synonyms and they can be overcome by true knowledge. In
the Vedanta Sutras we read the aphorism- "may a matram tu
kartsyena anabhivyakta svarupatvat", where the word
maya is employed with reference to dream experience which
is one of avidya. Sankara often writes 'avidya maya\ "avi"
dyatmika maya sakti' etc. Padmapada too observes "avi-
dya maya ksharam". The author of Brahma siddhj too
writes in the same manner, 'lyam avidya, maya, mithya
pratyayah'.

Thus the identity in their nature and the 'Vriddha vya-
vahara' (usage by elders) go to show that maya and avidya
are identical.

Yet when we emphasize the 'vikshepa9 sakti" (power of
diffusion, of plurality), we speak of it as maya ; and when
we emphasize the 'acchadana sakti' (power of concealing)
we call it avidya. This is only a difference in our use of
the terms.

ERROR

Now the silver in the erroneous cognition is spoken of
as maya maya because, unlike avidya which controls the
will or 'iccha', maya is controlled by the will. If it controls
the will, it can be called 'avidya maya\ Either way it is
only a difference arising from our use of the terms.

Objection : Then, as we appehend why should we
not accept an ultimately real silver in, .the apprehended
<;adhlshthana> ? And this will put an end to the defect of
unnecessary assumption.
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